
HEDGE END, WEST END AND BOTLEY LOCAL AREA COMMITTEE 

6 November 2017 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

Report of the Local Area Manager 

 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that this Committee: 
 
(1) Approves the formal allocation of £150,000 for the employment of a Community 

Development Worker for Boorley Park in line with the Section 106 agreement 
schedule, and receipt of payments over 8 years; 

(2) Approves funding of £5,500 from reserves for specialist advice and a management 
plan for Cheltenham Gardens Balancing Pond; and 

(3) Approves the stated Fees and Charges for Itchen Valley Country Park to come into 
effect in January 2018. 

 

Purpose 

The recommended funding will support projects which meet identified local needs. The 
projects will also contribute to the achievement of corporate priorities. Councillors are 
requested to approve this funding along with the stated fees and charges for Itchen Valley 
Country Park. 

Statutory Powers 
Section1 Localism Act 2011 and Section 151 of the Local Government Act  

 

 Strategic Implications 

1. The Community Development Worker will be involved in delivering the 
Council’s priority of a healthy community in particular by enabling healthier 
lifestyles and wellbeing. It is also expected that the post holder will work 
closely with the Parish Council in delivering an excellent environment for all 
through community provision such as open space, allotments and sports 
pitches. Also the post holder could be involved in the provision of job clubs 
and vocational courses to enable the right skills and employment mix in the 
local area. 

2. The Cheltenham Gardens Balancing Pond and surrounds link primarily to the 
provision of an excellent environment for all but also forms part of the green 
infrastructure in Hedge End which in turn attracts walkers to use this area.  



3. A number of fees and charges are now set by Local Area Committees 
following a Cabinet decision in September 2012. In accordance with the 
budget strategy approved by Cabinet in October, fees and charges are being 
reviewed with the intention of increases based on a 4.9% yield, being 
introduced from January 2018 where possible. The car parking charges for 
Itchen Valley Country Park were previously considered and approved in 
September 2017 and it is the remainder of the charges which are the subject 
of this report (Councillors will recall that last year, it was agreed that the car 
park charges for Hedge End Train Station were fixed for two years until 6 
February 2019). 

Community Development Worker - Boorley Park 

4. Construction of dwellings at Boorley Park, formerly Boorley Green is now well 
under way. At the time of writing 62 dwellings are occupied with a further 40 in 
the process of being sold.  

5. The aspiration of the Parish and Borough Councils is that the new residents 
are assisted with settling into their new neighbourhood as well as into the 
wider Botley area. Community activities and establishing networks are vitally 
important in new developments. 

6. As a result of these aspirations, it was felt that funding for a community 
development worker was imperative and as a result, the Section 106 
agreement 0/12/71514 between the Borough Council and the developers, 
identified funding of £150,000 for this position with the scheduling of payments 
related to occupations of the dwellings across eight years. 

7. The community development worker will be directly employed by Botley 
Parish Council and as such this funding will be directly transferred from the 
Borough Council upon receipt. Key performance indicators for the post holder 
will be jointly agreed by the Borough and Parish Councils. 

8. Councillors are therefore requested to approve the formal allocation of this 
funding for the employment of a community development worker at Boorley 
Park. 

Cheltenham Gardens Balancing Pond 

9. The maintenance of the balancing pond is primarily the responsibility of the 
Council working in partnership with the Environment Agency. 

10. Several site visits have been undertaken in the past few months to assess 
safety aspects and maintenance issues. As a result, safety signage has been 
installed at the entrances to the pond and also around the banks of the pond. 

11.  At a recent site meeting with the Environment Agency, it was suggested that a 
number of the reeds and rushes should be removed along with some dredging 
work and clearance of the inlet and outlet. 

12. In order to obtain a Flood Risk Activity Permit, details of the pond including 
depth, condition and biodiversity need to be assessed. It is therefore 



recommended that a specialist is employed to undertake this work and also to 
produce a management plan which will assist with future works. 

13. Hedge End Town Council has recently engaged a specialist to carry out 
similar work and therefore it is estimated that £5,500 should be sufficient to 
cover these initial costs. 

14.  This can be funded from the Committee’s reserves and councillors are 
therefore asked to approve this request. 

 Fees and Charges  

15. The Council’s Commercial Business Manager and Visitor Services Manager 
have recommended the following increases in fees and charges for Itchen 
Valley Country Park as follows:  

  

ITCHEN VALLEY COUNTRY PARK    

Itchen Valley Country Park 

Use of Bridle Route (Private) 

1 Jan 2017 

£ 

1 Jan 2018 Change 

% 

- Per horse 52.50 Under 
review 

N/A 

Use of Bridle Route (Schools) 1 Jan 2017 

£ 

1 Jan 2018 Change 

% 

- Per animal 75.00 Under 
review 

N/A 

Barbeque Charges 1 Jan 2017 

£ 

1 Jan 2018 Change 

% 

Up to 60 people Monday – Thursday 44.00 46.00 4.54 

Up to 60 people Friday – Sunday 58.00 61.00 5.17 

Over 60 people Monday – Thursday 70.00 73.50 5.00 

Over 60 people Friday – Sunday 

 

 

82.50 86.50 4.85 

School Parties 1 Jan 2017 

£ 

1 Jan 2018 Change 

% 



- Classroom hire 52.50 55.00 4.76 

- Equipment hire 28.00 29.50 5.36 

- Visit / Activity – Led by EBC Staff – per child 5.00 5.25 5.00 

General Guided Walks (Minimum Charge) 1 Jan 2017 

£ 

1 Jan 2018 Change 

% 

- Adults 3.60 3.80 5.55 

- Concessions 2.50 2.60 4.00 

Guided Walks / Activities for Groups on 
request 

1 Jan 2017 

£ 

1 Jan 2018 Change 

% 

- Charge per hour 34.75 36.50 5.04 

Play Schemes – Daily Charge (formerly 
weekly charge of £82 per week) 

1 Jan 2017 

£ 

1 Jan 2018 Change 

% 

– daily charge 23.00 24.00 4.35 

Hire of High Hill Field (Minimum Charge) 1 Jan 2017 

£ 

1 Jan 2018 Change 

% 

Charitable organisations    

- Up to 1,000 people 330.00 350.00 6.06 

- Over 1,000 people  610.00 640.00 4.92 

Non – Charitable Organisations    

- Up to 1,000 people 610.00 640.00 4.92 

- Over 1,000 people  1500.00 1575.00 5.00 

Room hire per hour (minimum charge 2 hours) 22.75 24.00 5.49 

Room Hire for Parties (Up to 5 hours) 51.50 54.00 4.85 

 

16. The future of the bridle routes is currently under discussion so any future fees 
and charges will be presented to the Committee next year 

Financial Implications 



17.  There is sufficient funding within this Committee’s capital and revenue 
budgets to afford the proposed projects but the risk assessment below should 
be read in conjunction with this section. It is also likely that the initial survey 
work and management plan for the balancing pond will result in a need for 
further work and therefore further funding from this Committee. 

18. The likely yield from the proposed increases is £400.  

 Risk Assessment  

19. Payments for the Community Development Worker are contingent upon 
receipt of payments from the developers. There is a small risk that payments 
will not be made but there is no onus upon the Council to fund this post if 
these payments are not forthcoming. 

20. The policy of increasing the yield for fees and charges at a level of 1% above 
inflation as measured by RPI is part of the Council’s approved Budget 
Strategy. There is a risk that the proposed charges will not provide the overall 
anticipated yield of 4.9% but this will be monitored closely during the quarterly 
corporate budget monitoring processes throughout the year. 

Equality and Diversity Implications 

21. The Equality Act is not relevant to the decision in this report as the decision 
does not relate to eliminating discrimination, advancing equality of opportunity, 
or fostering good relations between different people.  An Equality Impact 
Assessment has not been carried out. 

Conclusion 

22. The recommended projects will provide future benefit to the local community. 
Members are requested to approve the funding streams and also to approve 
the remaining fees and charges at Itchen Valley Country Park. 

JULIA BIRT 
LOCAL AREA MANAGER 

 
Date: 13 October 2017 
Contact Officer: Julia Birt 
Tel No: 023 8068 8437 
e-mail: Julia.birt@eastleigh.gov.uk 
Appendices Attached: None 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - SECTION 100D 

The following is a list of documents which disclose facts or matters on which this report or an 
important part of it is based and have been relied upon to a material extent in the preparation 
of this report. This list does not include any published works or documents which would 
disclose exempt or confidential information: None 

 
 


